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Surveys the history and nature of Western attitudes towards the East, considering orientalism as a powerful
European ideological creation - a way for writers, philosophers and colonial administrators to deal with the

otherness' of eastern culture, customs and beliefs.
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Orientalism. Yet none of this Orient is merely imaginative. This is the currently selected item. Orientalism in
which in trying to clarify what I believed I had and had not said I stressed not only the many discussions that
had opened up since my book appeared in 1978 but also the ways in which a work about representations of
the Orient lends itself to. It often involves seeing Arab culture as exotic backward uncivilized and at times

dangerous. Sort by Top Voted. Orientalism derives from a Latin word oriens meaning east literally rising sun.
But in essence its thesis can be distilled to the proposition that Orientalism is in Saids words a style of

thought based upon an ontological and epistemological distinction between the Orient and most of the. It
often involves seeing Arab culture as exotic backward uncivilized and at times dangerous. Orientalism is the
study of Near and Far Eastern societies and cultures languages and peoples by Western scholars.It can also

refer to the imitation or depiction of aspects of Eastern cultures in the West by writers designers and
artists.The former has come to acquire negative connotations in some quarters and is interpreted to refer to the
study of the East by Westerners influenced by the. In his groundbreaking book Orientalism Edward Said not

only put forward a thoroughgoing critique of the. Orientalism is a particular set of overarching stock
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stereotypes about everything and anything east of Greece. The bestknown and most controversial study of its
sort Edward Saids Orientalism is a scholarly and polemic examination of how scholars and other writers in
the West have long viewed the East. He is the author of twentytwo books which have been translated into 35
languages including Orientalism 1978 The Question of Palestine 1979 Covering Islam 1980 The World the
Text and. Orientalism can be viewed as a positive concept that sets a high value on the role of the Orient
nature in the life . Edward Saids publication of Orientalism 1978 made such an impact on thinking about

colonial discourse that for two decades it has continued to be the site of controversy adulation and
criticism.Saids intervention is designed to illustrate the manner in which the representation of Europes. But

despite the books wide acclaim no systematic critical survey of the rhetoric in Saids representation of
Orientalism and.
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